DHAKA BSM REPORT 
The sixth Buyer Seller meet cum Exhibition of Footwear Components was held on 25th & 26th December’2010 at the Hotel Purbani International, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Nineteen Companies participated in the two day meet .The event met with a great success with the active support of The Indian High Commission & the Leather Goods and Footwear Manufacturers and Exporters Association of Bangladesh (LFMEAB) who not only gave active support in organizing the event but also facilitated the participants in obtaining Visas and smooth custom clearance at DHAKA airport. The Event was supported by the Council for Leather Exports.
The BSM was inaugurated by Mr Mohd Ghulam Hussain, Commerce Secretary, Govt of Bangladesh, other distinguished guests present at the inauguration ceremony were, Hon’ble Deputy Commissioner of India to Bangladesh Shri Sanjay Bhattacharya, Md. Saiful Islam, President, LFMEAB, Mr.Ali Ahmed Khan, Executive Director, Council for Leather Exports.

Mr Vipan Seth, Vice President- IFCOMA in his welcome address during the inauguration thanked the LFMEAB & the Indian high Commission for their support in organizing the event. He emphasized that such events promote the interactions between the two countries on the footwear trade and has resulted in growth in terms of export and also enhancement of the quality.
Addressing the inaugural ceremony , Mr Saiful Islam , President ,LFMEAB  admired the efforts of IFCOMA whose association with leather & footwear units in Bangladesh has firmed up the demand & has accelerated the acceptance &  requirement of Indian footwear components in Bangladesh .He informed the gathering that the footwear exports from Bangladesh has grown 47% vis a vis last year .This growth has given rise to demand of the Indian components.Further,he also appealed to the Indian industry that they should come forward to set up their own component  industry in Bangladesh .This will give further impetus to the growth of the industry. He requested the Indian High Commission to take note that the Bangladesh Footwear Industry Owners are of late facing problems in getting a business VISA, therefore they should look at easing the formalities for the Industrialists in particular.
Mr Ali Ahmed Khan, Executive Director to Council for Leather Exports emphasized upon the need to strengthen the relationship between component industry from India & Footwear industry in Bangladesh. This will result in growth of exports and catering to the demand of the Industry .He commended the role of LFMEAB and the Indian High Commission of extending great support to the Buyer Seller Meet. He stressed upon the fact that next year the event should be held adding much more grandeur both in terms of participation & buyer’s visit as the business prospects in Bangladesh is growing & gaining momentum. 
The Deputy High Commissioner of Indian High Commission to Dhaka, Shri Sanjay Bhattacharya said that two countries can join hands together and develop the value chain which would be of immense benefit to the entire industry. He said that it is pleasing to note that IFCOMA is organizing its sixth Buyer-Seller Meet at DHAKA and the endeavour is appreciable. He called upon the businessmen from both the countries to go for Joint investment which would boost the cross-border trade in the region.
Mohd Ghulam Hussain Commerce Secretary appreciated the co-operation between the council for leather exports, Indian Footwear Components Manufacturers Association-India & the Leathergoods & Footwear manufacturers and Exporters Association of Bangladesh speaking as the Chief Guest during the inaugural function. He underlined the need for improving the trade between Bangladesh & INDIA and he welcomed the Indian industries to set up their units in Bangladesh.

Mementoes were presented to the distinguished guests by Shri Vipan Seth & other members from IFCOMA. 

Mr S.K.Verma,Deputy Director –IFCOMA gave the vote of thanks, thereafter the event was inaugurated by lighting up the lamp by the distinguished guests & cutting of the ribbon by the chief Guest .

The guests were taken around the exhibition stalls by the Vice President.

The BSM was highly publicized in all the major /leading newspapers & a press conference was also held prior to the event day. The event recd a good publicity vide the press views in various newspapers.

The BSM had participants from all over India and the products on display included Soles of various types, elastic & webbing tapes, metal fashion accessories, TPR/PVC/EVA Compounds, Laminated Linings & Fusible Linings, Synthetic Leather, Non Woven Linings & Micro Suede, Toe Puff & Counter, Heel grip Shank Board, Latex Foam etc, TPR Granules, Shoe Tacks& Nails, Sewing Threads etc .
The two day event attracted more than 300 visitors from the trade & industry from all over Bangladesh. At the end of the event (BSM) the participants reported business negotiations of over USD 2,00,000 approximately and expressed their satisfaction for a successful BSM.

A dinner was hosted by LFMEAB for the industry & participants on the 26th December’2010. IFCOMA organized an interactive session on the eve of the BSM (24th December) that was followed by Dinner.

The visitors to the event were pleased to find materials required for the manufacturing of footwear at one place. The industry of Bangladesh has shown keen interest in the event being replicated next year.

ABOUT THE BANGLADESH INDUSTRY 
Bangladesh Leather Industry has evolved dramatically over the years with share of value added products in exports increasing significantly from less than 1 % in 1990 to 10% in 1995 and 49% in 2008 .That gives us an ample evidence of the growth in Bangladesh & trends suggest that the industry is still rising dynamically.
 Exports of leather footwear increased at a CAGR (Compounded Annual Growth) of 38% from 1993 to 2008. As per data of 2008 Bangladesh leather industry had 207 leather processing tannery units with an installed capacity to process over 400 million sq ft of wet-blue leather , about 300 million sq ft of crust leather and 140 million sq ft of finished leather per annum . Bangladesh enjoys an advantage of local availability of high quality animal hides. Annual supply of hides & skin is 200 million sq ft, domestically. 
The country has a footwear industry comprising of 40 mechanized footwear units, with an annual production of 32.2 million pairs averaging to 2.7 million pairs approximately per month. In addition to the above they have 4500 small units producing 146.6 million pairs on annual basis as per the date available from 2008 reports. Direct employment in footwear sector alone is estimated to be about 51,400 .Even the Non-Leather footwear Industry is gaining ground considering the paradigm shift in the fashion & accessories industry and that provides ample opportunity to the manufacturers of PVC & PU related products.

 Besides they also have a reasonably leather goods manufacturing units comprising of 

15 medium and small mechanized/semi mechanized units

1500 cottage level leather goods manufacturing units

Producing different types of leather and non-leather goods, as of 2008.

The above sector had an overall annual production of around 7.5 million pieces and provides employment to around 10,200 persons.

 

 

